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NINE MEN’S MORRIS GAME 
 

How to play the Nine Men’s Morris Game? 

 
 

 
 

 

 

• Watch your opponent carefully, and try to prevent her from making a row of three!  

• If a player is able to place three of his men in a straight line, vertically or horizontally, he has formed a 

“mill” and may remove one of his opponent's pieces from the board and the game. You can choose any 

man to remove from the game, except a man that is part of a mill. 

• The act of removing your opponent's man is sometimes called "pounding" the opponent.  

• Once all men have been placed on the board, the game moves to the next phase.  

 

Phase 2: Moving Pieces  

• Now on your turn, you slide a man on the board to a nearby point. But, you may not "jump" another 

piece, or skip points on the board! 

• Players continue to try and form mills by sliding a man each turn, and removing your opponent's men the 

same way you did in the first phase of the game.  

• A player may "break" a mill by moving one of his own pieces from an existing mill. 

• If your opponent does not move his man in to keep the mill broken on his turn, you can actually move 

your man back and form the same mill on your next turn, and still take of one of his men! 5. When one 

player has been reduced to three men, phase three of the game begins 
• When one player has been reduced to three men, phase three of the game begins. 

 

 

Nine Men’s Morris is the original three-in-a-row game, but 

with much more strategy than tic tac-toe. The object is to 

try to form “mills” by making a line of three of your men, 

horizontally or vertically. When a mill is formed, the player 

who made the row of three is allowed to remove one of 

their opponent’s men from the game. You win by reducing 

your opponent’s men to just two. 

 

Phase 1: Placing Men on Empty Points 

• Draw your board and gather your pebbles.  

• Decide who goes first (you can toss a coin and 

call heads or tails, or you can let the youngest 

player start).  

• Take turns placing men on the points on the 

board – one play per turn.  
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Phase 3: Moving Pieces  

1. We like to play this game by the rules in a 19th century games manual, which means we make it easier for 

the player who is down to three men.  

2. Therefore, when a player is reduced to just three pieces, the way men are moved changes: The player with 

only three men can make the men "fly", "hop", or "jump" from any point to any other vacant point on the board. 

No more sliding to the next point! This helps balance out the end of the game, though true Nine Men’s Morris 

players of the 19th century called this version “rustic”! 

Variations to Try: Try playing without the last phase rule changes, and play as strategically as you can to keep 

the game going without hopping or jumping. Or check out strategy ideas on YouTube. There are so many tips 

out there on this old game that is still quite popular. 


